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Of course, on the other hand, It is not impossible
nor even improbable that voyagers from China or
Japan may not have visited the west coast of South
America in ages past.   They may have come in suffi-
cient numbers to have established settlements, and
they may have left some influence upon the people.
Their words for certain objects, especially articles
hitherto unknown to the natives, might have been
adopted by the indigenous races, and some of their
rather decorative characters might have been used by
the natives, especially if they regarded them with
superstitious reverence or looked upon them as magi-
cal, which would no doubt have been the case.    But
if the population of the district was entirely of Mon-
golian origin, if the country was settled by the Chin-
ese or Japanese, and the cultures and civilizations
were theirs, then it would seem that there should be
distinctively Japanese or Chinese influence recogniz-
able in the arts, the industries, the architecture and
the other attainments  of the pre-Incan races,  and
that Chinese and Japanese characters and inscriptions
should predominate  and  should  occur  everywhere.
This, however, is not the case.   Among all the count-
less thousands of examples of pottery, metal objects,
sculptures and textiles obtained from pre-Incan and
Incan remains there are scarcely a dozen specimens
that bear figures which, by any stretch of the imagi-
nation, might be considered of Japanese or Chinese
origin.
Others have attempted to connect the pre-Incan
races with the Egyptians, and with the famous "Lost
Tribes" of Israel, and at least one authority has main-
tained that Peru was the Ophir of the Bible, that